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Senator Allen

State Capitol, 10™ & L Streets, Room 4076
Sacramento CA 95814

Attention: Zak Castillo-Krings

RE: Intercity Passenger Rail Leadership Group Support for Senate Bill 742

Dear Senator Allen:

The California Intercity Passenger Rail Leadership (CIPR) Group, comprised of the chairs and
vice-chairs of the three state-supported intercity rail services (San Joaquin, Capitol Corridor,
and Pacific Surfliner) and the emerging corridors (Salinas Extension, Coast Route, Coachella
Valley), is pleased to offer our strong support of Senate Bill 742, which would amend Section
14035.55 provisions to enable Joint Power Authorities (JPA) responsible for managing and
operating intercity rail service to pick up and drop off passengers on Amtrak intercity thruway
bus routes without requiring customers to purchase a train ticket.

We appreciate that Senate Bill 742 provisions would:

e Increase state rail revenue at no additional cost

e Provide improved access to priority, underserved, and disadvantaged communities

e Reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution contaminants by
eliminating automobile trips

e Provide better utilization of current infrastructure and reduce congestion on some of
the state’s most congested freeways

California’s Thruway Bus Network is one of the largest bus networks in the country, connecting
over 250 communities throughout California and major cities in Nevada. This network is
currently significantly underutilized because Section 14035.55 prohibits anyone from using this
bus system unless they also travel by train on a segment of their trip. By eliminating this
restriction, which particularly affects the emerging corridors, the State can provide
transportation options to substantially more people while reducing energy consumption,
emissions, and the subsidy required to operate these buses.

The CIPR Group looks forward to working with your office to ensure that the final bill language
accurately reflects the applicability of this amendment only to the LOSSAN Agency, San Joaquin
JPA, and the Capitol Corridor JPA, which are the three JPAs responsible for managing state-
funded intercity passenger rail service in California.



Amending Section 14035.55 would have a very positive effect on California’s underserved
priority and rural communities by providing convenient and inexpensive alternatives to the
rising costs of automobile and airline travel. Connecting these communities to one another and
to California’s large economic centers would increase safe and affordable transportation
options for nearly everyone in the state.

California’s intercity passenger rail service and its associated Thruway Bus Network is
environmentally friendly, and the state has a continuing interest in providing cost-effective and
efficiently administered transportation options for the state’s visitors and residents.

We are pleased to our support of Senate Bill 742 to help move California forward.

Sincerely,

G o gl O&e. @ém%” Lo A=
Rebecca Saltzman Vito Chiesa Al Murréy Dave Potter
Chair Chair Chair Chair
Capitol Corridor JPA San Joaquin JPA LOSSAN JPA Coast Rail Coordinating

Council



AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 27, 2019

SENATE BILL No. 742

Introduced by Senator Allen

February 22, 2019

a N o aY¥a Fa

te-hedth-and-care-faciities-An act to amend Section 14035.5’35 of the
Government Code, relating to transportation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 742, as amended, Allen. Cemmunity—care-facHities—Intercity

passenger rail services. motor carrier transportation of passengers.

Existing law authorizes the Department of Transportation to contract
with Amtrak to provide commuter and intercity rail passenger services.
Existing law also authorizes the department to provide funding to
Amtrak to contract for rail feeder bus services operated in conjunction
with the intercity trains, but subject to the restriction, among others,
that the bus services be used only by passengers who are connecting
to or fromartrain, subject to specified exceptions, including exceptions
for passengerson certain routes where no private intercity bus company
provides scheduled bus services.

This bill would instead authorize the department to provide funding
to Amtrak, a joint powers authority, or any other public or private
transit operator for the purpose of entering into a contract with a motor
carrier of passengers for the intercity transportation of passengers by
motor carrier over regular routes. The bill would authorize a state or
local government to enter into an agreement with Amtrak to provide
for the intercity transportation of passengers by motor carrier over
regular routes that are open to all riders, including passengers who
are not connecting to a passenger rail service. The bill would also
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authorize a public or private transit operator to enter into a
ticket-selling agreement with Amtrak, a joint powers authority, or any
other public or private transit operator that provides intercity
transportation of passengers by motor carrier over regular routes.

Loaic ative fing  dectorations
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares both of the
following:

(@) The coordination of public and private intercity
transportation to and from transit stations and other passenger
rail services is essential to providing connecting points for
passenger rail service.

(b) The availability of intercity bus transportation to all riders
onregular routes designated for passenger rail serviceisnecessary
to ensure the optimal use of intercity and commuter rail passenger
transportation.

SEC. 2. Section 14035.55 of the Gover nment Code is amended
to read:
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14035.55. (a) To the extent permitted by federal law, the
department shall encourage Amtrak and motor carriers of
passengers to do both of the following:

(1) Combine or package their respective services and facilities
to the public as a means of improving intercity passenger rail
servicesto the public.

(2) Coordinate schedules, routes, rates, reservations, and
ticketing to provide for enhanced intermodal surfacetranspertation:
transportatlon to and from connecting points of passenger rail
service.

{e)—Except-as-adtherized-under-subdivisions{e)-and-(Hthe

(b) The department may provide funding to-Amtrak Amtrak, a
joint powersauthority formed pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing
with Section 6500) of Division 7 of Title 1, or any other public or
private transit operator for the purpose of entering into a contract
with amotor carrier of passengers for the intercity transportation

of passengers by motor carrier over regul ar—reutes-enhy-H-al-of
the following-conditionsare-met: routes.
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(c) A state or local government may enter into an agreement
with Amtrak to provide for the intercity transportation of
passengers by motor carrier over regular routes that are open to
all riders, including passengers who are not connecting to a
passenger rail service.

(d) A public or private transit operator may enter into a
ticket-selling agreement with Amtrak, a joint powers authority
formed pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6500) of
Division 7 of Title 1, or any other public or private transit operator
that provides intercity transportation of passengers by motor
carrier over regular routes.

)

(e) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the
following meanings:

(1) “Amtrak” means the Nationa Railroad Passenger
Corporation.

(2) “Department” means the Department of Transportation or
the department’s successor with respect to providing funds to
subsidize Amtrak service.

(3) “Motor carrier of passengers’ means a person or entity
providing motor vehicle transportation of passengers for
compensation.
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